On 28 May 2009, a 7.3 magnitude earthquake occurred at a depth of 10 km along the boundary between the North American and Caribbean plates, 125 km NNE of La Ceiba, Honduras (USGS 2009). Tremors were felt in many neighbouring countries including Belize, El Salvador and Guatemala. The last major earthquake to occur in the region was a 6.6 magnitude quake on 11 July 1999 (MIDAS 2009 . Of the sites surveyed, seven showed no damage, four showed minimal damage and four were heavily impacted by the earthquake.
On the shallow inner reefs (<5 m deep), located on relatively flat, sandy areas (Heyman and Kjerfve 2001) , minimal damage was observed. However, the reefs on the outer banks (~15 m) and at the Snake Cayes (7-10 m) (Heyman and Kjerfve 2001) suffered significant damage, with two sites, in particular, badly affected. At Boiling Patch (~10 m deep) and South Snake Bank (~13 m deep), a 160 m and a 30 m long stretch of reef edge, respectively, had broken away from the main reef and slipped down the wall (Fig. 1) . Large areas of hard-coral-dominated habitat, renowned for high densities of Caribbean spiny lobster, were destroyed. In addition, a number of large cracks (~10 m long, 0.12 m wide and up to 0.25 m deep) had opened up across the reef at both Boiling Patch (Fig. 2) and South Snake Bank. At South Snake Bank, over 200 coral colonies and barrel sponges had been overturned or broken apart (Fig. 3) . The fragile Agaricia sp. corals were more susceptible to damage with many colonies breaking apart or falling over. Many large colonies of Montastraea annularis lost columns from their outer edges.
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